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Rancher sings praises of beefalo 


Winkler’s herd of nine buffaloes, which, 


-™Cow-bison cross: Heber ... aloes, which, 
> ` frequently entertain by playing “King of: 


“man says meat tastes much 
‘better than regular beef. . 


By Darrin Lythgoe t pa ee 
Deseret News correspondent Poes. 


HEBER CITY :— People tell James ` 
Winkler it's impossible to get close to a 
buffalo, but he doesn’t believe them. 


ly half-ton buffalo named Miss Piggy | 
takes feed from his hand and then licks — 
his face in a giant wet kiss. 
. People from all over stop along the 
‘side of- Route 40 in Heber to watch 


» soil. 


the Mountain’? ‘on.a 20-foot high pile of ` 


“Between 


permanently next year with’ his wife, ` 


- Barbara, and 4-year-old daughter, Rob- 
in. At the moment he is commuting be: - 
. tween Heber and his New York home, 
“They're docile,” he says, as a friend- | pi 


where his family lives. ile AA = 
“` But the nine female buffalos~ on 


downtown Heber are only a part of a 
larger, even more unusuäl operation. 
Winkler is using them to breed a differ- 


< ‘Beefalo? A beefalo is a cross between 


n Denver and Salt Lake you: . 
don’t see anything like this,” says. 
-> Winkler, who plans to move to Heber 


ent kind of animal: beefalo. 


an American bison, or buffalo, and an 


‘ordinary hereford cow. Meat industry 


standards say the animal must be be- _ 
tween 19 and 38 percent buffalo to be a 


' beefalo. 


“To the untrained eye, a beefalo ap- 
pears more like a run-of-the-mill cow, 
but a closer look will reveal a few differ- 


“ences, such as curly hair on top of its 


head, a larger hump on its back and a 


Winkler’s ranch two miles north of thicker, shinier coat. 


But why beefalo? About 10 to 12 
years ago, as Winkler was driving 


Please see BEEFALO on B2 


; James Winkler has a herd of nine female buffaloes that he uses tó breed beefalo o 
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his 250-acre Heber ranch. 
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